
Welcome to the 2017 
Pedal The Plains Ride!
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This year we are riding over 
177 miles across Weld and 

Morgan Counties
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Saddle Up! It’s going to be a 
WILD ride!
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Kersey was named by John 
Kersey Painter, a railroad 
official, after his maternal 

grandfather 1896.
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The town of Kersey is home 
to just under 1500 people
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Kersey’s post office has been 
in operation since 1894
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The Timmerman Cattle 
Company was founded in the 

1930’s
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Education Stop #1: 
J.A. Timmerman 
Cattle Company
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This feedlot contains over 
12,000 cattle
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Education Stop #2: Noble 
Energy
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The Milton Resevoir:
• Originally built in 1909 
• Maintained by The 
Barr Milton Watershed 
Association
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Nearly half of Coloradans 
live within the Barr Milton 

watershed
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Education Stop #3: NGL 
Water Solutions & West 

Adams Conservation District
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110,000+ Colorado jobs are 
supported by oil and natural 

gas
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Colorado is ranked 11th 
in the country for solar 

production
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“A bicycle ride around the 
world begins with a single 
pedal stroke.” ~ Scott Stoll
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On average each Northern 
Coloradoan 160 gallons of 

water daily
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A gallon of water 
weighs 8.34 pounds
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Q: What four major rivers 
originate in Colorado? 
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A: Colorado, South Platte, 
Arkansas, and Rio Grande
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Almost 80 percent of 
Colorado’s water supply 
originates as snowpack
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The Platt Valley Airpak, 
serves an average of 11 

flights per day
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This year’s ride is committed 
to being sustainable and 

ecofriendly...
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Look closely for the 7 Leave 
No Trace (LNT) tips
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The Vintage Aero Flying 
Museum houses an incredible 

collection of World War I 
memorabilia
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LNT Principle #1: Plan Ahead 
and Prepare

1-26



The top agricultural products 
in CO include: 
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• wheat 
• hay 
• cattle 

• corn 
• barley
• dairy 
products



LNT Principle #2 Travel & 
Camp on Durable Surfaces
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The agricultural sector 
contributes more than $40 

billion to the state economy 
each year
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LNT Principle #3 Dispose of 
Waste Properly
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Hudson was founded by 
the Hudson Land and 

Improvement Company in 
1887
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Education Stop #4: Hudson 
Library
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Hudson’s longest standing 
restauraunt, The Pepper 

Pod, has been around for 104 
years!
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Weld County is Colorado’s 
leading producer of:
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• sugar beets
• dairy products

• beef 
• cattle
• grain



LNT Principle #4 Leave What 
You Find
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75% of Weld County is 
devoted to farming and 

raising livestock.
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Weld County is 
an agricultural 

empire of 2.5 million acres
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LNT Principle #5 Minimize 
Campfire Impact
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Nearly half of Colorado’s 
66 million acres of land are 

farms and ranches
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LNT Principle #6 Respect 
Wildlife
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The Wild Animal Sanctuary 
is the oldest and largest 

nonprofit 
Sanctuary in the world
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The Wild Animal Sanctuary 
is situated on 720 acres of 

rolling grassland.
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Education Stop #5: Wild 
Animal Sanctuary
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Our monumental “Mile Into 
The Wild Walkway” stretches 

over 1 1/2 miles in length
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We have more than 450 lions, 
tigers, bears, wolves and 

other large 
carnivores roaming freely in 

natural habitats.
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LNT Principle #7 Be 
Considerate of Other Visitors
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Keenesburg’s town motto is 
“Home of 500 Happy People 

and a Few Soreheads.”
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Keenesburg was originally 
named “Keene” after early 

settler, Les Keene, from 
Kentucky
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Keene, Nebraska, protested the younger 
Keene’s name and asked that it be 

changed.
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Keenesburg’s first postmistress, Mrs. 
Frannie Evans, proposed that “burg” be 
added to the name of Keene to resolve 

Nebraska’s concern about the dual name.
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That’s a wrap on day 1! 
Tomorrow’s trip is 

even more exciting as we 
ride to Brush!
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Welcome back to 
another day of Pedal The 

Plains!
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V.M. Porter was the first 
mayor of Keenesburg
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Keenesburg has it’s own 
newspaper titled The Lost 

Creek Guide!
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The oldest clock in 
Keenesburg is over 200 years 

old
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H2 Enterprises is the largest 
seeding and reclamation 
operations in the United 

States
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Education Stop #1: H2 
Enterprises
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H2 Enterprises has reclaimed 
over 6,500 miles of Right Of 

Way in 36 states
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Canada, Mexico, Japan, 
Korea and China receive the 

largest share of Colorado 
food products.
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Grain warehouses store grain that 
belongs to others, merchandise grain, 
and provide a variety of other services 

to the agricultural community
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Viaero Wireless is the 
premier cell phone carrier of 

Coloado’s Eastern Plains
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Colorado farmers and 
ranchers help to feed the 

world, exporting $1.8 billion 
in products.
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70% of the state’s 
$7.5 billion in agricultural 

cash receipts is attributed to 
livestock.
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Education Stop #3: Cooksey 
Farms & Kaiser’s Healthy 

Eating Initiatives
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Cooksey Farms grows 
commercial pumpkins for 

people across the U.S.
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The family now grows 175 
acres of pumpkins.
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Guess what two Colorado 
cities made it onto the Top 
Ten list of cities with the 
highest share of cyclists?
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The answer: Durango and 
Fort Collins
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The average farm in Colorado 
is 881 Acres
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The wheat genome con-
tains approximately 100,000 

genes…

2-19



The human genome contains 
roughly 20,000.
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There are 36,180 farms and 
ranches in Colorado
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Milk Facts: On average it 
takes only 2 days for milk to 
travel from the cow to the 

grocery store
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Colorado exports over $110 
million in dairy products 

every year

2-23



Colorado is 3rd in the nation 
for milk production 

per cow – because cows love 
living here too!
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Colorado’s corn grain 
production is valued at $600 
million - $1 billion annually
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The Colorado Egg Producers 
Association was the first 

in the nation to create an 
Animal Care doctrine
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Each Egg Producer has signed 
the doctrine committing to 
the best possible care of 

their chickens
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While only 20% of the world’s 
farmland is irrigated, it 

produces 40% of our food 
supply.
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Education Stop #4: 
Anadarko & 

Wish For Wheels Bike Build
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To date Wish For Wheels has 
given away over 20,000 new 

bikes and helmets.
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Colorado’s Eastern Plains are 
home to some of 

the nation’s last remaining 
short-grass prairie.
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Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) 

was established in 1928 in 
Kansas City, MO
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One bushel of wheat 
can make 67 one-pound 

loaves of bread.

2-36



The weight of a 
bushel varies depending on 

the commodity:
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1 bushel of 
ears corn = 70 lbs.
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1 bushel of wheat = 60 lbs.
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1 bushel of millet = 50 lbs
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The town of Wiggins is named 
after Oliver P. Wiggins who 
served as a guide and scout 
for Captain John C. Frémont
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Wiggins also accompanied 
Kit Carson for 12 years on his 

expeditions.
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Ariel application is more 
commonly known as crop 

dusting
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…and it is the spraying 
of crops with protection 

products or fertilizer from an 
agricultural aircraft
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The first aerial application 
was done by John Chaytor in 
1906 in New Zealand by hot 

air balloon
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Check out the Gasoline 
Lollipops tonight in Brush!
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The dairy industry creates 
nearly 10,000 jobs for 

Colorado
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The dairy industry is 
responsible for $500 million 
in employee compensation 
& $3 billion in economic 

activity
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You’re almost there, only 8 
more miles!
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The Morgan County Barn Quilt 
Project has blossomed to 

over 90 quilts in more than 
60 different locations.
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Education Stop #5: Morgan 
County Barn Quilt Project
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Brush! was first incorporated 
by election in 1884
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Brush! was named in honor 
of cattle pioneer, Jared L. 

Brush, who later served as Lt. 
Governor.
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Brush! is hosting its 34th 
Annual Oktoberfest & Car/

Motorcycle Show September 
23-24!
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Enjoy fresh produce at our 
last optional educational stop 
of the day, Brush Co Farms!
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OPTIONAL Education Stop: 
Brush Co. Farms
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Congrats you finished day 
two!
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Welcome to the last day of 
Pedal The Plains!
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In 2016, Brush! was the ninth 
safest city in Colorado. Way 

to go!
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Education Stop #1: Pioneer 
Skate Park
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Viaero Wireless is 
headquarted in Fort Morgan
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Education Stop #2: Viaero 
Wireless Cell Tower
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Viaero Wireless serves 
residents and business in 

Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, 
and Wyoming
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“Nothing compares to the 
simple pleasure of riding a 
bike.” ~ John F. Kennedy
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There are over 300 species of 
birds the Brush! area
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Brush! is considered one of 
the best birding spots in the 

United States!
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The rodeo in Brush! is the 
longest standing rodeo in 

Colorado
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Brush! started as a shipping 
point on the old Texas-

Montana cattle trail
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Western Sugar Cooperative is 
made up of over 850 growers 

and shareholders
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The Great Western Sugar 
Company was founded 

in the early 20th Century 
by Charles Boettcher and 

partners
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Western Sugar helped 
Pioneer the sugar beet 
industry in Northern 

Colorado.
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The Fort Morgan, CO facility 
was built with an original 
factory capacity of 600 tons 
per day.
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Education Stop #3: Western 
Sugar Co-Op
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Today, Western Sugar 
Cooperative plants up to 

134,140 acres of sugar beets 
and produces over 10 million 
cwts. of locally grown sugar 

per year.
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Fort Morgan was founded on 
May 1, 1884, 

just south of the old military 
fort’s ruins
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Michael Crichton lived in 
Fort Morgan for a short time 

during World War II
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“Every time I see an adult on 
a bicycle I no longer despair 
for the future of the human 

race” H.G. Wells
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Colorado has 156 unique 
farmers markets
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Colorado exports 80% of 
its wheat to 60 different 

countries

3-22



Colorado has the highest 
average elevation of any 

state!
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More than a third of 
Colorado’s 100,000 square 

miles belong to the people. 
(state parks, etc)
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The Chapin family began 
dairy farming in 1938
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Today, 4 generations of 
Chapins can be found on the 

farm
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Education Stop #4: Chapin 
Dairy Farm
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75% of a cow’s diet is not 
consumable by humans and 

would otherwise be sent to a 
landfill.
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Colorado ranks fourth in 
the nation in wind energy 

employment
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99% of all dairy farms are 
family-owned
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Colorado’s leading fruit crops 
are peaches and apples
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These accounting for more 
than $35 million annually.

3-32



Colorado has 11 National 
Forests, 

4 National Parks, and 44 
State Parks
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Colorado has the third most 
bike-friendly communities in 

the nation!
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Proceeds from this year’s 
PTP ride will go towards 

the Denver Post Community 
Foundation, Colorado FFA 

Foundation, and the Colorado 
4 H Program
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Each host community of this 
year’s ride will also 
receive a grant...
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This grant be put toward
 an organization of their 
choosing as part of the 

Community 
Initiative Program

3-37



Q: What is a scarecrow’s 
favorite fruit?
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A: Straw-berries!
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Generating wind power 
creates 

no emissions and uses 
virtually no water
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The US consumes water 
at twice the rate of other 

industrialized nations.
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Dearfield is a ghost town and 
a historically black majority 

settlement
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On May 5, 
1910 Oliver 
Toussaint 
Jackson 

established 
Dearfield
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It soon became the most 
successful African-American 
farming community in the US at 
the time
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At its height in the early 
1920s, 700 residents lived in 

town.
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By the late 1940’s Dearfield 
was left a ghost town
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In 1999 the town was listed 
as one of Colorado’s “Most 

Endangered Places.”

3-47



Colorado has more 
craft breweries per capita 
than any other state in the 

nation
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CO is at the forefront of the 
organic industry…
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This includes nearly 270 
certified farms and ranches 
with more organic certified 
acres than any other state
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Education Stop #5: Eagles 
Nest Ranch
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70 Ranch got it’s name 
because it is:

70 miles from Denver, 
70 miles from Cheyenne and 

70 miles from Sterling
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These were the three 
primary cattle shipping 

hubs in Colorado during the 
nineteenth century.
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First-century Chinese farmers 
practiced a form of subsurface 

irrigation by filling clay pots with 
water and burying them in the ground 

so that gradual water leakage from 
the pots would irrigate the roots of 

nearby crops.
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Today, this primitive clay pot 
technology has been turned into a 

high tech system where dripline (or 
“tape”) is buried below the soil’s 

surface, supplying water, fertilizers, 
and pesticides directly to plants’ 

roots.
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Education Stop #6: 
70 Ranch
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Bruce Ford operated a 
horse-trading business from 

his ranch in Kersey!
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Bruce was the first 
professional cowboy to be 
inducted into the Colorado 

Sports Hall of Fame
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Thanks to everyone who 
helped to put on such an 

amazing ride!
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Only 5 miles left, you can 
make it!
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Join us next year for three 
new communities!
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Congrats on finishing the 
2017 Pedal The Plains ride! 
We have one more ed stop 

for you...
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Learn more about beer and 
barley in 

Anheuser-Busch’s All about 
Barley Stop
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This stop is located 
right next to the 

beer garden in Kersey
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Education Stop #7: 
Anheuser-Busch: ‘All About 

Barley’
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Good luck on this year’s 
Century PLUS ride!
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The city of Fort Morgan is 
home to about 11,000 people

CR-2



In Fort Morgan, all utilities 
are municipally owned and 

operated
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EDUCATIONAL STOP: 
Fort Morgan Power Plant, 
Colorado Scenic Byway & 

Pioneer Trail, and Rainbow 
Arch Bridge at Riverside 

Park
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Did you know Colorado 
has 25 designated scenic 

byways for biking? 
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A scenic byway is a 
road recognized by the 

Department of Transportation 
for having one of six intrinsic 

values:
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…these values are: 
archeological, cultural, 

historic, natural, 
recreational, and scenic
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You are now on the Pawnee 
Pioneer Trails Scenic Byway
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The Chapel of the Plains has 
been in existence since the 

1930’s
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EDUCATION STOP: Chapel of 
the Plains & 

Pawnee National Grassland
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Welcome to “America’s 
Last Remaining Short Grass 

Prairie”
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There are 63 active vertical 
oil and natural gas wells 

across the grasslands
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The Pawnee National 
Grassland spans over 193,060 

acres
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The Pawnee is an 
internationally known birding 

area and includes several 
unique species
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…such as the mountain 
plover…
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…and the burrowing owl
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You’re halfway done with 
today’s ride!
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8 ounces of milk delivers 9 
essential nutrients for good 

health.
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these nutrients are: calcium, 
potassium, phosphorus…
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...protein, vitamin A, vitamin 
D, vitamin B12, riboflavin, 

and niacin
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Pronghorn, mule deer, 
coyote, swift fox, snakes, 

and prairie dogs are 
all native to the grasslands
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There have been 12 
minuteman missile sites 

across the Grassland
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86% of Colorado’s water 
supply goes towards our 

agriculture
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You’re almost there, only 8 
more miles to go!
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Wind turbines are the second 
largest source of Colorado’s 
new renewable electricity 

generation
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Congrats on finishing the 
Century Ride and traveling 

over 110 miles today!

CR-30
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When you don’t know where 
to start, start here.

1-844-493-8255
Text “TALK” to 38255
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Colorado Heart Gallery
Finding Families for Children 

and Teens
COHeartGallery.org
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Child abuse is everyone’s 
call.
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Find quality childcare to fit 
your family’s needs.
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Brush! added an exclamation 
point after our name dates 

back to 1978 to emphasize a 
“can do attitude”
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WIC - Women, Infants, Children 
is a nutritional supplemental 
program that provides nutrition 
education, breastfeeding support, 
healthy food, and health referrals 
to Colorado families.
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In 2016, Weld County WIC served 
8,509 participants and Northeast 
Colorado Health Department served 
3,386 participants.
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The Child and Adult Care Food Program 
(CACFP) improves nutritional quality of meals 
served to children and adults in participating 
child care centers, family child care homes, 
at-risk afterschool programs, Head Start and 
outside-school-hours programs, adult day care 
centers and emergency and homeless shelters.
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Weld County has 14 CACFP 
institutions with approximately 
7,171 participants. Morgan 
county has 3 institutions with 461 
participants.


